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realised. The Irish Peers lost their seats in the Irish House
of Lords; a small body of the order have ever since been
chosen to represent them in the Imperial Parliament; the 300
members of the Irish House of Commons were reduced to 100
in the Imperial House, a number that ought to have been
adequate to make the will of Ireland sufficiently felt. For the
rest, while much that the Union should have contained
was unhappily not comprised in it, much that was discredit-
able, in its incidents, was faithfully carried out; the borough*
mongering nobles and commoners were gorged with the spoil
that had been promised; and the pledges of corruption were
duly fulfilled.
Pitt was a large minded and enlightened btatesman; he
certainly desired, when the Union was secure, to carry out the
measures of relief for the Irish Catholics which, from the
outset, he had had in view. He probably reckoned on his
prodigious influence; but he had unhappily kept the king in
the dark, though fully aware of the king's sentiments; a
ministerial cabal was formed against him; and George III, on
a preposterous plea, pressed with the obstinacy of a dis-
tempered mind, peremptorily refused to listen to the Catholic
claims. The subsequent conduct of Pitt in this matter has
indisputably thrown a shadow on his name. He resigned his
office, when he had persuaded himself that he could not carry
out his Irish Catholic policy; he is entitled to every credit
attaching to the act. But in a very short time he let his
master know that he would not urge the question again; he
supported a violent Anti-Catholic Ministry; he returned to
office, but took no steps to vindicate the demands of Catholic
Ireland All this has exposed his memory to grave suspicion;
and History can hardly withhold its censure. It is idle to say
that he told Cornwallis that the Union was to be a Protestant
one only: he held out hopes himself to the Irish Catholics;
he invited Cornwallis to do the same; he carried the Union,